Selected Readers for Musicians
1 Samuel 16:14-23
The spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and he was tormented by an evil
spirit from the Lord. So the servants of Saul said to him: “Look! An evil spirit from
God is tormenting you. If your lordship will order it, we, your servants here
attending to you, will look for a man skilled in playing the harp. When the evil spirit
from God comes upon you, he will play and you will feel better.” Saul then told his
servants, “Find me a good harpist and bring him to me.” One of the servants spoke
up: “I have observed that a son of Jesse of Bethlehem is a skillful harpist. He is also a
brave warrior, an able speaker, and a handsome young man. The Lord is certainly
with him.”
David Made Armor-Bearer. Accordingly, Saul dispatched messengers to ask Jesse to
send him his son David, who was with the flock. Then Jesse took five loaves of bread,
a skin of wine, and a young goat, and sent them to Saul with his son David. Thus
David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul became very fond of him and made
him his armor-bearer. Saul sent Jesse the message, “Let David stay in my service, for
he meets with my approval.” Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David
would take the harp and play, and Saul would be relieved and feel better, for the evil
spirit would leave him.
Joshua 6:1-11, 15-21
Now Jericho was in a state of siege because of the presence of the Israelites. No one
left or entered. And to Joshua the Lord said: I have delivered Jericho, its king, and its
warriors into your power. Have all the soldiers circle the city, marching once around
it. Do this for six days, with seven priests carrying ram’s horns ahead of the ark. On
the seventh day march around the city seven times, and have the priests blow the
horns. When they give a long blast on the ram’s horns and you hear the sound of the
horn, all the people shall shout aloud. The wall of the city will collapse, and the
people shall attack straight ahead.
Summoning the priests, Joshua, son of Nun, said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant with seven of the priests carrying ram’s horns in front of the ark of the
Lord.” And he ordered the people, “Proceed and surround the city, with the picked
troops marching ahead of the ark of the Lord.” When Joshua spoke to the people, the
seven priests who carried the ram’s horns before the Lord marched and blew their
horns, and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them. In front of the priests
with the horns marched the picked troops; the rear guard followed the ark, and the
blowing of horns was kept up continually as they marched. But Joshua had

commanded the people, “Do not shout or make any noise or outcry until I tell you,
‘Shout!’ Then you must shout.” So he had the ark of the Lord circle the city, going
once around it, after which they returned to camp for the night.
On the seventh day, beginning at daybreak, they marched around the city seven
times in the same manner; on that day only did they march around the city seven
times. The seventh time around, the priests blew the horns and Joshua said to the
people, “Now shout, for the Lord has given you the city. The city and everything in it
is under the ban. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are in the house with her are
to live, because she hid the messengers we sent. But be careful not to covet or take
anything that is under the ban; otherwise you will bring upon the camp of Israel this
ban and the misery of it. All silver and gold, and the articles of bronze or iron, are
holy to the Lord. They shall be put in the treasury of the Lord.”
As the horns blew, the people began to shout. When they heard the sound of the
horn, they raised a tremendous shout. The wall collapsed, and the people attacked
the city straight ahead and took it. They observed the ban by putting to the sword all
living creatures in the city: men and women, young and old, as well as oxen, sheep
and donkeys.
Exodus 15:1-3
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
I will sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously triumphant;
horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.
My strength and my refuge is the Lord,
and he has become my savior.
This is my God, I praise him;
the God of my father, I extol him.
The Lord is a warrior,
Lord is his name!
Psalm 40:2-4
Surely, I wait for the Lord;
who bends down to me and hears my cry,
Draws me up from the pit of destruction,
out of the muddy clay,
Sets my feet upon rock,
steadies my steps,
And puts a new song in my mouth,
a hymn to our God.

Psalm 95:1-5
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord;
cry out to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with a song of praise,
joyfully sing out our psalms.
For the Lord is the great God,
the great king over all gods,
Whose hand holds the depths of the earth;
who owns the tops of the mountains.
The sea and dry land belong to God,
who made them, formed them by hand.
Psalm 98:1-6
Sing a new song to the Lord,
for he has done marvelous deeds.
His right hand and holy arm
have won the victory.
The Lord has made his victory known;
has revealed his triumph in the sight of the nations,
He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness
toward the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth;
break into song; sing praise.
Sing praise to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and melodious song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy to the King, the Lord.
Psalm 104:31-35
May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord be glad in his works!
Who looks at the earth and it trembles,
touches the mountains and they smoke!
I will sing to the Lord all my life;
I will sing praise to my God while I live.
May my meditation be pleasing to him;

I will rejoice in the Lord.
May sinners vanish from the earth,
and the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord, my soul! Hallelujah!
Mark 14:22-26
While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to
them, and said, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave
it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the
covenant, which will be shed for many. Amen, I say to you, I shall not drink again the
fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” Then, after
singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Colossians 3:12-17
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one
another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so
must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And
let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called
in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all
wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
Hebrews 2:10-18
For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing
many children to glory, should make the leader to their salvation perfect through
suffering. He who consecrates and those who are being consecrated all have one
origin. Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers,” saying:
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers,
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you”;
and again:
“I will put my trust in him”;
and again:

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
Now since the children share in blood and flesh, he likewise shared in them, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and free those who through fear of death had been subject to slavery all their
life. Surely he did not help angels but rather the descendants of Abraham; therefore,
he had to become like his brothers in every way, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people. Because he himself
was tested through what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
Romans 15:5-13
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony with
one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I say
that Christ became a minister of the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, to
confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for
his mercy. As it is written:
“Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles
and sing praises to your name.”
And again it says:
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
And again:
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him.”
And again Isaiah says:
“The root of Jesse shall come,
raised up to rule the Gentiles;
in him shall the Gentiles hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the holy Spirit.

Ephesians 5:10-20
Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of
darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention the things done by
them in secret; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything
that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says:
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will give you light.”
Watch carefully then how you live, not as foolish persons but as wise, making the
most of the opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not continue in
ignorance, but try to understand what is the will of the Lord. And do not get drunk
on wine, in which lies debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one
another psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and playing to the Lord in
your hearts, giving thanks always and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to God the Father.
Revelations 14:1-5
Then I looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him a
hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father’s name written
on their foreheads. I heard a sound from heaven like the sound of rushing water or a
loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps.
They were singing [what seemed to be] a new hymn before the throne, before the
four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn this hymn except the
hundred and forty-four thousand who had been ransomed from the earth. These are
they who were not defiled with women; they are virgins and these are the ones who
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been ransomed as the firstfruits of the
human race for God and the Lamb. On their lips no deceit has been found; they are
unblemished.

