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Alleluia Verses  
and Verses before the Gospel

During the season of Lent the Alleluia sung before and a0er the Verse before the Gospel is 
replaced by an acclamation such as: Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

V-1 

Gospel Acclamation John 14:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
1e Father will give you another Advocate 
to be with you for ever, says the Lord.
Alleluia!

V-2 

Gospel Acclamation John 15:26b, 27a 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
1e Spirit of truth will be my witness, 
and you too will be witnesses, 
says the Lord.
Alleluia!

V-3 

Gospel Acclamation John 16:13a; 14:26b 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
When the Spirit of truth comes 
he will lead you to the complete truth; 
and he will remind you of all I have said to you.
Alleluia!
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V-4 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 1:5a, 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are the faithful witness, O Christ, 
the First-born from the dead; 
you have made us a line of kings, 
priests to serve our God and Father.
Alleluia!

V-5 

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, 2ll the hearts of your faithful,  
and kindle in them the 2re of your love. 
Alleluia!

V-6 

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Holy Spirit, Lord of Light, 
from the clear celestial height, 
thy pure beaming radiance give. 
Alleluia!

V-7 

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit; 
send forth a ray of your light from on high.
Alleluia!
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Gospel Readings
G-1 

Gospel  Matthew 5:1-12a 
!eirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
1 Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  

1ere he sat down and was joined by his disciples. 
2 1en he began to speak. 1is is what he taught them:
3 ‘How happy are the poor in spirit; 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Happy the gentle: 

they shall have the earth for their heritage.
5 Happy those who mourn: 

they shall be comforted.
6 Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

they shall be satis2ed.
7 Happy the merciful: 

they shall have mercy shown them.
8 Happy the pure in heart: 

they shall see God.
9 Happy the peacemakers: 

they shall be called sons of God.
10 Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you  

and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-2 

Gospel  Matthew 16:24-27
If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
24 Jesus said to his disciples,  

‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine,  
let him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

25 For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it;  
but anyone who loses his life for my sake will 2nd it. 

26 What, then, will a man gain  
if he wins the whole world and ruins his life?  
Or what has a man to o4er in exchange for his life?

27 ‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father  
with his angels, and, when he does,  
he will reward each one according to his behaviour.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-3 

Gospel  Matthew 25:14-30
You have shown you can be faithful in small things, come and join in your master’s happiness.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
14 Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples:  

‘A man on his way abroad summoned his servants  
and entrusted his property to them. 

15 To one he gave 2ve talents, to another two, to a third, one;  
each in proportion to his ability.  
1en he set out. 

16 1e man who had received the 2ve talents  
promptly went and traded with them and made 2ve more. 

17 1e man who had received two  
made two more in the same way. 

18 But the man who had received one  
went o4 and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

19 Now a long time a0er, the master of those servants came back  
and went through his accounts with them. 

20 1e man who had received the 2ve talents  
came forward bringing 2ve more.  
“Sir,” he said, “you entrusted me with 2ve talents;  
here are 2ve more that I have made.” 

21 His master said to him,  
“Well done, good and faithful servant;  
you have shown you can be faithful in small things,  
I will trust you with greater;  
come and join in your master’s happiness.” 

22 Next the man with the two talents came forward.  
“Sir,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents;  
here are two more that I have made.”

(continued)
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23 His master said to him,  
“Well done, good and faithful servant;  
you have shown you can be faithful in small things,  
I will trust you with greater,  
come and join in your master’s happiness.” 

24 Last came forward the man who had the one talent.  
“Sir,” said he, “I had heard you were a hard man,  
reaping where you have not sown  
and gathering where you have not scattered; 

25 so I was afraid, and I went o4 and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” 

26 But his master answered him,  
“You wicked and lazy servant!  
So you knew that I reap where I have not sown  
and gather where I have not scattered? 

27 Well then you should have deposited my money with the bankers,  
and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. 

28 So now, take the talent from him  
and give it to the man who has the 2ve talents. 

29 For to everyone who has will be given more,  
and he will have more than enough;  
but from the man who has not,  
even what he has will be taken away. 

30 As for this good-for-nothing servant,  
throw him out into the dark,  
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” ’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-4 

Gospel  Mark 1:9-11
He saw the Spirit descending on him.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
9 Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee  

and was baptised in the Jordan by John. 
10 No sooner had he come up out of the water  

than he saw the heavens torn apart  
and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. 

11 And a voice came from heaven,  
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-5 

Gospel  Luke 4:16-22a
!e Spirit of the Lord has been given to me.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
16 Jesus came to Nazara, where he had been brought up,  

and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. 
He stood up to read, 

17 and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  
Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written:

18 1e spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 
for he has anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,  
to proclaim liberty to captives 
and to the blind new sight, 
to set the downtrodden free,

19 to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.
20  He then rolled up the scroll,  

gave it back to the assistant and sat down.  
And all eyes in the synagogue were 2xed on him. 

21 1en he began to speak to them,  
‘1is text is being ful2lled today even as you listen.’ 

22 And he won the approval of all,  
and they were astonished by the gracious words  
that came from his lips.

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-6 

Gospel  Luke 8:4-10a, 11b-15
As for the part in the rich soil, this is people who take the word to themselves  

and yield a harvest through their perseverance.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
4 With a large crowd gathering  

and people from every town 2nding their way to him,  
Jesus used this parable:

5 ‘A sower went out to sow his seed.  
As he sowed,  
some fell on the edge of the path and was trampled on;  
and the birds of the air ate it up. 

6 Some seed fell on rock,  
and when it came up it withered away, having no moisture. 

7 Some seed fell amongst thorns  
and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 

8 And some seed fell into rich soil  
and grew and produced its crop a hundredfold.’  
Saying this he cried,  
‘Listen, anyone who has ears to hear!’

9 His disciples asked him what this parable might mean, 
10 and he said, 
11 ‘1e seed is the word of God. 
12 1ose on the edge of the path are people who have heard it,  

and then the devil comes and carries away the word  
from their hearts in case they should believe and be saved. 

13 1ose on the rock are people who,  
when they 2rst hear it, welcome the word with joy.  
But these have no root;  
they believe for a while, and in time of trial they give up. 

(continued)



36 Gospel Readings

14 As for the part that fell into thorns,  
this is people who have heard,  
but as they go on their way they are choked by the worries  
and riches and pleasures of life and do not reach maturity. 

15 As for the part in the rich soil,  
this is people with a noble and generous heart  
who have heard the word and take it to themselves  
and yield a harvest through their perseverance.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-7 

Gospel  Luke 10:21-24 
I bless you, Father, for revealing these things to mere children.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
21 Filled with joy by the Holy Spirit, Jesus said,  

‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth,  
for hiding these things from the learned and the clever  
and revealing them to mere children.  
Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. 

22 Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father;  
and no one knows who the Son is except the Father,  
and who the Father is except the Son  
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.’

23 1en turning to his disciples he spoke to them in private,  
‘Happy the eyes that see what you see, 

24 for I tell you that many prophets and kings  
wanted to see what you see, and never saw it;  
to hear what you hear, and never heard it.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-8 

Gospel  John 7:37b-39 
Fountains of living water shall "ow.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
37 Jesus cried out: 
 ‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to me! 

Let the man come and drink 38who believes in me!’

As scripture says:  
From his breast shall 5ow fountains of living water.

39 He was speaking of the Spirit  
which those who believed in him were to receive;  
for there was no Spirit as yet  
because Jesus had not yet been glori2ed.

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-9

Gospel  John 14:15-17 
!e Spirit of truth is with you.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples: 

15 ‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.
16 I shall ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate 
to be with you for ever,

17 that Spirit of truth 
whom the world can never receive 
since it neither sees nor knows him; 
but you know him, 
because he is with you, he is in you.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-10

Gospel  John 14:23-26 
!e Holy Spirit will teach you everything.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples: 

23 ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,  
and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him 
and make our home with him.

24 1ose who do not love me do not keep my words.  
And my word is not my own: 
it is the word of the one who sent me.

25 I have said these things to you 
while still with you;

26 but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything 
and remind you of all I have said to you.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-11

Gospel  John 15:18-21, 26-27 
!e Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, he will be my witness,

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples: 

18 ‘If the world hates you, 
remember that it hated me before you.

19 If you belonged to the world, 
the world would love you as its own; 
but because you do not belong to the world, 
because my choice withdrew you from the world,  
therefore the world hates you.

20 Remember the words I said to you: 
A servant is not greater than his master. 
If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you too; 
if they kept my word, 
they will keep yours as well.

21 But it will be on my account that they will do all this, 
because they do not know the one who sent me.

26 When the Advocate comes, 
whom I shall send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, 
he will be my witness.

27 And you too will be witnesses, 
because you have been with me from the outset.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.
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G-12

Gospel  John 16:5b-7, 12-13a 
!e Spirit of truth will lead you to the complete truth.

Ñ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples: 

5 ‘Now I am going to the one who sent me. 
Not one of you has asked, “Where are you going?”

6 Yet you are sad at heart because I have told you this.
7 Still, I must tell you the truth: 

it is for your own good that I am going 
because unless I go, 
the Advocate will not come to you, 
but if I do go, 
I will send him to you.

12 I still have many things to say to you 
but they would be too much for you now.

13 But when the Spirit of truth comes 
he will lead you to the complete truth.’

1e Gospel of the Lord.


