
Readings from the New Testament 7

Readings from the New Testament
N-1 

Reading Acts 1:3-8
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes, and then you will be my witnesses.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
3 Jesus had shown himself alive to the apostles  

a/er his Passion by many demonstrations:  
for forty days he had continued to appear to them  
and tell them about the kingdom of God.

4 When he had been at table with them,  
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem,  
but to wait there for what the Father had promised.  
‘It is,’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: 

5 John baptised with water but you, not many days from now,  
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

6 Now having met together, they asked him,  
‘Lord, has the time come?  
Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 

7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates  
that the Father has decided by his own authority, 

8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,  
and then you will be my witnesses  
not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria,  
and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 

0e word of the Lord.
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N-2 

Reading Acts 2:1-6, 14, 22b-23, 32-33 
!ey were all "lled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
1 When Pentecost day came round,  

the apostles had all met in one room, 
2 when suddenly they heard what sounded like  

a powerful wind from heaven,  
the noise of which 1lled the entire house in which they were sitting; 

3 and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of 1re; 
these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. 

4 0ey were all 1lled with the Holy Spirit,  
and began to speak foreign languages  
as the Spirit gave them the gi/ of speech.

5 Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem  
from every nation under heaven,

6 and at this sound they all assembled,  
each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language.

14 0en Peter stood up with the Eleven  
and addressed them in a loud voice:

22 ‘Men of Judaea, and all you who live in Jerusalem,  
make no mistake about this, but listen carefully to what I say.  
Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God  
by the miracles and portents and signs  
that God worked through him when he was among you,  
as you all know. 

23 0is man, who was put into your power  
by the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God,  
you took and had cruci1ed by men outside the Law.

(continued)
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32 God raised this man Jesus to life,  
and all of us are witnesses to that.

33 Now raised to the heights by God’s right hand,  
he has received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, 
and what you see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’

0e word of the Lord.
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N-3 

Reading Acts 8:1, 4, 14-17
!ey laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
1 A bitter persecution started against the church in Jerusalem,  

and everyone except the apostles  
2ed to the country districts of Judaea and Samaria.

4 0ose who had escaped went from place to place  
preaching the Good News.

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem  
heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God,  
they sent Peter and John to them, 

15 and they went down there,  
and prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, 

16 for as yet he had not come down on any of them:  
they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

17 0en they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

0e word of the Lord.



Readings from the New Testament 11

N-4 

Reading Acts 10:1, 33-34a, 37-44
!e Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
1 One of the centurions of the ltalica cohort stationed in Caesarea  

was called Cornelius.
33 He said to Peter, ‘I sent for you at once,  

and you have been kind enough to come.  
Here we all are, assembled in front of you  
to hear what message God has given you for us.’

34 0en Peter addressed them:
37 ‘You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea;  

about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee,  
a/er John had been preaching baptism. 

38 God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power,  
and because God was with him,  
Jesus went about doing good  
and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil. 

39 Now I, and those with me,  
can witness to everything he did  
throughout the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself:  
and also to the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, 

40 yet three days a/erwards God raised him to life  
and allowed him to be seen, 

41 not by the whole people  
but only by certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand.  
Now we are those witnesses  
— we have eaten and drunk with him  
a/er his resurrection from the dead —

42 and he has ordered us to proclaim this to his people  
and to tell them that God has appointed him  
to judge everyone, alive or dead. 

(continued)
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43 It is to him that all the prophets bear this witness:  
that all who believe in Jesus  
will have their sins forgiven through his name.’

44  While Peter was still speaking  
the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-5 

Reading Acts 19:1b-6a
Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
1 Paul made his way overland as far as Ephesus,  

where he found a number of disciples. 
2 When he asked,  

‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’  
they answered,  
‘No, we were never even told there was such a thing as a Holy Spirit.’ 

3 ‘0en how were you baptised?’ he asked.  
‘With John’s baptism,’ they replied. 

4 ‘John’s baptism,’ said Paul, ‘was a baptism of repentance;  
but he insisted that the people should believe  
in the one who was to come a/er him — in other words Jesus.’ 

5 When they heard this, they were baptised  
in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

6 and the moment Paul had laid hands on them  
the Holy Spirit came down on them.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-6 

Reading Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
!e love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.
1 0rough our Lord Jesus Christ,  

by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with God, 
2 since it is by faith and through Jesus  

that we have entered this state of grace  
in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory.

5 And this hope is not deceptive,  
because the love of God has been poured into our hearts  
by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. 

6 We were still helpless when at his appointed moment  
Christ died for sinful men. 

7 It is not easy to die even for a good man  
— though of course for someone really worthy,  
a man might be prepared to die — 

8 but what proves that God loves us  
is that Christ died for us while we were still sinners.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-7 

Reading Romans 8:14-17
!e Spirit himself and our spirit bear witness that we are children of God,

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.
14 Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. 
15 0e spirit you received is not the spirit of slaves  

bringing fear into your lives again;  
it is the spirit of sons,  
and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’ 

16 0e Spirit himself and our spirit bear united witness  
that we are children of God. 

17 And if we are children we are heirs as well:  
heirs of God and coheirs with Christ,  
sharing his su3erings so as to share his glory.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-8 

Reading Romans 8:26-27
!e Spirit expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.
26 0e Spirit comes to help us in our weakness.  

For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly,  
the Spirit himself expresses our plea  
in a way that could never be put into words, 

27 and God who knows everything in our hearts  
knows perfectly well what he means,  
and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit  
are according to the mind of God.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-9 

Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-13
One and the same Spirit who distributes di#erent gi$s to di#erent people just as he chooses.

A reading from the 1rst letter of St Paul to the Corinthians.
4 0ere is a variety of gi/s but always the same Spirit; 
5 there are all sorts of service to be done,  

but always to the same Lord;
6 working in all sorts of di3erent ways in di3erent people,  

it is the same God who is working in all of them. 
7 0e particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person  

is for a good purpose.
8 One may have the gi/ of preaching with wisdom  

given him by the Spirit;  
another may have the gi/ of preaching instruction  
given him by the same Spirit; 

9 and another the gi/ of faith given by the same Spirit;  
another again the gi/ of healing, through this one Spirit; 

10 one, the power of miracles; another, prophecy;  
another the gi/ of recognising spirits;  
another the gi/ of tongues and another the ability to interpret them. 

11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,  
who distributes di3erent gi/s to di3erent people just as he chooses.

12 Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts,  
is a single unit because all these parts, though many,  
make one body, so it is with Christ. 

13 In the one Spirit we were all baptised,  
Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens,  
and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-10 

Reading Galatians 5:16-17, 22-23a, 24-25
Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians.
16 If you are guided by the Spirit  

you will be in no danger of yielding to self-indulgence, 
17 since self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit,  

the Spirit is totally against such a thing,  
and it is precisely because the two are so opposed  
that you do not always carry out your good intentions.

22 What the Spirit brings is very di3erent:  
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  
goodness, trustfulness, 23gentleness and self-control.

24 You cannot belong to Christ Jesus  
unless you crucify all self-indulgent passions and desires.

25 Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-11 

Reading Ephesians 1:3a, 4a, 13-19a 
You have been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.
3 Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
4 Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ.
13 Now you too, in him, have heard the message of the truth  

and the good news of your salvation, and have believed it;  
and you too have been stamped  
with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise,

14 the pledge of our inheritance  
which brings freedom for those whom God has taken for his own,  
to make his glory praised.

15 0at will explain why I,  
having once heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus,  
and the love that you show towards all the saints, 

16 have never failed to remember you in my prayers  
and to thank God for you. 

17 May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,  
give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed,  
to bring you to full knowledge of him. 

18 May he enlighten the eyes of your mind  
so that you can see what hope his call holds for you,  
what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit 

19 and how in1nitely great is the power  
that he has exercised for us believers.

0e word of the Lord.
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N-12 

Reading Ephesians 4:1-6
One Body, one Spirit, one baptism.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.
1 I, the prisoner in the Lord,  

implore you to lead a life worthy of your vocation. 
2 Bear with one another charitably,  

in complete sel2essness, gentleness and patience. 
3 Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit  

by the peace that binds you together. 
4 0ere is one Body, one Spirit,  

just as you were all called into one and the same hope  
when you were called. 

5 0ere is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 and one God who is Father of all,  

over all, through all and within all.

0e word of the Lord.


