READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
O-1

Reading Isaiah 11:1-4a
On him the spirit of the Lord rests.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

1 A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
’ on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
The fear of the Lord is his breath.
: He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay;,
‘ but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.

The word of the Lord.
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Reading Tsaiah 42:1-3

I have endowed my servant with my spirit.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says this:
1 ‘Here is my servant whom I uphold,

my chosen one in whom my soul delights.

I have endowed him with my spirit

that he may bring true justice to the nations.
’ He does not cry out or shout aloud,

or make his voice heard in the streets.
: He does not break the crushed reed,

nor quench the wavering flame.

Faithfully he brings true justice.

The word of the Lord.
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Reading Isaiah 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9

The Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to the poor and to give them the oil of gladness.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

1 The spirit of the Lord the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,
to bind up hearts that are broken;
to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
2 to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord,
a day of vengeance for our God,
: to comfort all those who mourn
and to give them for ashes a garland;
for mourning robe the oil of gladness,
for despondency, praise.

‘ But you, you will be named ‘priests of the Lord;
they will call you ‘ministers of our God.
I reward them faithfully

g and make an everlasting covenant with them.

: Their race will be famous throughout the nations,
their descendants throughout the peoples.
All who see them will admit
that they are a race whom the Lord has blessed.

The word of the Lord.

4 READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT



0-4

Reading Ezekiel 36:24-28
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I shall put my spirit in you.
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The Lord says this:

[ am going to take you from among the nations

and gather you together from all the foreign countries,
and bring you home to your own land.

I shall pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed;
I shall cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols.
I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you;

I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies

and give you a heart of flesh instead.

I shall put my spirit in you,

and make you keep my laws and sincerely respect my observances.
You will live in the land which I gave your ancestors.

You shall be my people and I will be your God.

The word of the Lord.
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Reading Joel 2:23a, 26-30a (Hebrew 2:23a; 3:1-3a)
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Even on the slaves, men and women, will I pour out my Spirit.

A reading from the prophet Joel.

Sons of Zion, be glad,

rejoice in the Lord your God.

You will eat to your heart’s content, will eat your fill,
and praise the name of your God

who has treated you so wonderfully.

My people will not be disappointed any more.

And you will know that I am in the midst of Israel,
that I am the Lord your God, with none to equal me.
My people will not be disappointed any more.

After this

I will pour out my spirit on all mankind.
Your sons and daughters shall prophesy;,

your old men shall dream dreams,

and your young men see visions.

Even on the slaves, men and women,

will I pour out my spirit in those days.

I will display portents in heaven and on earth,

The word of the Lord.
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